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Name of activity/ 

event/ location 

Walks & activities Errington Woods 

Woodland Area plus Farmland public 

footpaths. 

Date of risk 

assessment 

03/10/19 

Updated 17/08/20 

Reviewed April 2021 

Name of who 

undertook this risk 

assessment 

Sue Pinder / Peter Jones 

Read in conjunction with current Covid 19 risk assessment . 

Hazard Identified? / 

Risks from it? 

Who is at risk? How are the risks already controlled? 

What extra controls are needed? 

What has changed that needs to be thought 

about and controlled? 

Hazard – something that may cause 

harm or damage. 
Risk – the chance of it happening. 

Young people, 

Leaders,  
Visitors 

Controls – Ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk from it.   

For example - you might use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way the activity 
is carried out. 

Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to 

change it…or even stop it! This is a great place to add comments 
which will be used as part of the review. 

Meeting Point / Car park area 
traffic collision 

Risk major injury / death  

Young People 
Young leaders 

Adults 

Assembly point agreed / defined and communicated to all involved.  
YP brought to meeting area by adult. Time spent on road kept to a minimum. 

Ensure as YP dropped off they are guided to meeting area supervised by leaders. 

Smaller group sizes with 2 adults plus extra if required for 
younger groups. 

Additional hygiene measures in place. 

The Wood / Trees 

 
Risk bumps, cuts, trips, slips 

Young People 

Young leaders 
Leaders 

Ensure YP are given clear instructions of where they can go and hazards. 

Close supervision by leaders younger age ranges required.  
Remote supervision older age range depending on activity. 

 

Weather 

Risk of hypothermia, heat stroke, 
dehydration 

Young People 

Young leaders 
Leaders 

Check weather prior to activity, cancel activity if necessary. 

Check hours of sunset / sunrise. YP to have torch as required. 
Ensure YP are dressed appropriately for heat/cold & wet weather and have drink. 

 

 
Additional information sent to parents about outdoor Scouting. 

Wandering off 
 

Risk of getting lost 

 

Young People Remind YP they must always stay with the group and not approach anyone else in the woods.  
Public areas so leaders extra vigilant. Instructions given if YP lost or separated from group.  

Parents / YP advised to go the toilet before leaving home. 

Register to be taken at the beginning, regular head counts. 
Adequate numbers of adults to attend activity to ensure ratio maintained. 

 

Environment  

Walking on uneven ground. 

Risk of injury trips, slips, branches eyes 

Young People 

Young leaders 

Leaders 

Brief group on the responsibilities they have to the environment and their place in it. All members 

should follow County code. YP briefed about safety issues; not to throw sticks, spring branches etc. 

Equipment to be used safely and care to be taken as uneven/potentially slippery ground. 
YP closely monitored throughout activity  

Additional hygiene measures in place. 

Navigational Error 

Risk of getting lost 

Young People 

Young leaders 
Leaders 

Leaders competent in navigational skills and environment/routes familiar. 

Appointed leaders at the front and rear of the group with regular head counts. YP reminded to stay 
with the group and not to stray. Group First Aid kit and qualified leaders. 

Return time and meeting point communicated to all. Emergency procedures and in touch system.  

 

Animals in the Woods  

 
Risk of distress, bites 

Young People 

Young leaders 
Leaders 

YP briefed before activity, not to stroke/pet dogs or horses, if they approach move side/stand still. 

All leaders to be made aware of any participants with a fear of animals and to be aware of dangers. 

 

Hygiene 

 
Risk of germs, injury from sharp objects 

Young People 

Young leaders 
Leaders 

All advised to watch out for dog/horse dirt and avoid. 

All participants briefed before activity, not to pick up rubbish / debris.  
Ensure hand gel available. First aid kit carried, and a leader identified as first aider. 

Additional hygiene measures in place. 

Insects 

 
Risk of bites/stings possible allergic 

reaction.  

Young People 

Young leaders 
Leaders 

Leaders to be made aware of any participants with any problems/allergies 

Check YP have brought inhalers / epi pen if needed. 
First aid kit to be carried 

 

Review due:  

A risk assessment needs reviewing if circumstances change but also schedule regular reviews to ensure they are current, perhaps every 12 months? The review must include a detailed look 
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at each element of the risk assessment in order to establish if any change is required.  

 

Errington wood summary NORTH boundary is a fence at the bottom of the wood on the downhill edge  
Woodland is surrounded by fences. All groups to follow mapped routes within the boundary of the woods.  
footpaths access the woodland.  
 

 Traffic access and drop off points. 


