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Name of 
Section or 

Activity 

1st Marske & New Marske  
‘Barn Owls’ Scout Group 
Cub Section 
Return to Face to Face  
Scouting  

Date of risk 
assessment 

13/8/2020 
Updated 25/08/2020 
Addition 13/09/2020 
Reviewed 8/4/2021 

Name of who 
undertook this risk 

assessment 

Peter Jones 
Dave Moran 
Anne Pinder 
Sarah Dowse 

COVID-19 
readiness level 

transition 

Red to Amber 
including new 
update for 
meeting indoors 
as well as 
outdoors. 

 
Hazard Identified? / 

Risks from it? 
Who is at 

risk? 
How are the risks already controlled? 

What extra controls are needed? 
What has changed that needs to be thought 

about and controlled? 

Hazard – something that may cause 
harm or damage. 
Risk – the chance of it happening. 

Young people, 
Leaders,  
Visitors? 

Controls – Ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk from it.   
For example - you might use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way 
the activity is carried out. 

Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to 
change it…or even stop it! This is a great place to add 
comments which will be used as part of the review. 

This Covid risk assessment will be reviewed in accordance with Latest Government and local guidance as well as TSA and NYA alert levels. We will revert to Virtual Scouting immediately if alert level changes back 
to red or if a local lockdown is imposed. 
Hazard: Unknown number of 
YP and volunteers returning 
Risk: Group size exceeded or 
not enough adults 

All Parents contacted to determine numbers for planning purposes. 
Numbers collated/reviewed for each section/meeting nights. 
Adult volunteers contacted to determine availability to ensure ratios 
Parent consent to be obtained before returning Face to Face Scouting. 

 
 
 
Follow up calls if necessary 

Hazard: vulnerable people 
Risk: higher susceptibility to 
covid-19 

YP 
Volunteers 

Parents contacted to determine how YP will access Scouting. 
Volunteers contacted to determine how they want to be involved.  
Return to Face 2 Face voluntary so a blended approach to Scouting will 
be adopted depending on personal choice of attendance and latest 
guidance for members. 

Follow up calls if necessary 

Hazard: Lack of adults and 
training due to break from 
Face 2 Face Scouting. 
Risk: Safety, Safeguarding 
and First Aid implications 

YP 
Volunteers 

Volunteers contacted before resuming to ensure minimum of 2 leaders 
for each limited group meeting with plan in place for additional cover.  
First Aider with relevant training available for limited sized groups. 
Compass records checked to ensure leaders up todate or within 
acceptable extension time scales provided by TSA.  

Additional Leaders/volunteers available to 
cover if required at short notice. 
Leaders advised updates to First Response 
Training M10a & M10b & Courses offered.  
Reminders when training due to renew. 

Hazard: Length time away 
from Scouting  
Change in environment  
Risk: Emotional distress and 
wellbeing of members. 

All Inclusion of leaders, volunteers, parents YL in planning process for input.  
Familiar environments chosen for meetings. 
YP are familiar with adults in their section and additional adults across 
sections due to moving on and how group leaders work together. 
Leaders to provide time to discuss worries with YP on return/via Zoom 
Leaders available to support YP with anxiety and distress on return. 

Risk assessments reviewed after each 
meeting first week and then as required. 
 
 
 
Additional adults available first few weeks 
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Hazard Identified? / 
Risks from it? 

Who is at 
risk? 

How are the risks already controlled? 
What extra controls are needed? 

What has changed that needs to be thought 
about and controlled? 

Hazard: Maintaining social 
distancing upon arrival and 
collection  
Risk: Higher risk of infection 
spread if social distancing 
not maintained. 

YP 
Volunteers 
adults 

Parents advised about new arrival / pick up times & collection points. 
Parents asked to follow government guidance re transport. 
If using car asked to park away from Scout Hut and walk to drop off.  
Limited parent access to Scout Hut grounds. Leader at entrance to drive.  
Markings for 2m distance in place and clear entrance/exit.  
Group size limited & request only 1 parent to drop off/pick up. 
Split venues to be used Scout Hut / Valley Gardens, Beach, Headlands 
or Woods. Clear expectatiions about socially distancing will be 
communicated to all involved – parents, YP and adult volunteers.  

We will follow TSA latest guidance on group 
size for outdoor & indoors. From 12th April No 
limit on group size for under 18 but remain as 
only one section meeting independently of 
others. Indoor activities will be limited by the 
size of the location given social distancing 
remains. Over 18 group limited to 15. Adult 
only activity follows government guidance.  
To be determined by programme & reviewed. 

Maintaining social distance 
during meeting:  
Increased risk of 
transmission within the 
grounds or in the scout hut 
hall or at alternative meeting 
venue if social distancing not 
maintained. 

YP 
Volunteers 

Group size limited and venues chosen to support group size max 15 
which includes YP/YL and adults. 
Time of sessions reduced to 1 hour. Activities planned to ensure social 
distancing. Social distancing in place and clearly communicated to all 
involved. YP reminded to social distance as required during meeting. 
Scout Hut – grassed area self contained activities managed by leaders. 
Other areas – Boundaries clearly marked, awareness of pubic and 
activities managed by leaders.  

Social distance of 2m to be maintained.  
Scouts/Explorers will be asked to wear masks 
when indoors. Leaders (unless leading activity) 
This will be reviewed weekly to consider latest 
guidance and will take account of personal 
circumstances. 
Hut doors to be kept open to allow air flow 

Hazard: Virus on surfaces 
Risk: transmission - building 
contaminated surfaces. 

YP 
Volunteers 

Whole building to be deep cleaned before re-opening.  
Building use limited to resource collection by leaders start/end session. 
Toilets available for use via entrance - cleaned inbetween/after sessions.  
Regular cleaning & Touch points cleaned inbetween and after sessions. 

Monitoring of stocks needed.  
 
 
Additional cleaning of hall during after session 

Hazard: Hygiene of people 
Risk:  higher risk of infection 
spread if proper hand 
washing not carried out. 
 
 

All Expectations communicated & signage promoting hygiene standards. 
Cleaning equipment available with safe storage. 
Scout Hut - Hand sanitisers (70% plus alcohol) located at entrance to 
grounds to be used entering leaving & during meeting as required. 
Handwashing after YP sneezes - tissues available. Liquid soap hand 
sanitisers / paper towels will be in all toilets. Toilets limited use 
monitored by leaders. Cleaned after each session.  
Rubbish collected and placed in main bins asap during/after session.  
Other venues – hand sanitiser available arrival/departure & as required 
for session. Tissues available if YP sneezes – wipes for hand cleaning.  

Parents asked to ensure YP has washed 
hands and been to toilet before leaving home 
to attend meeting.  
On return home YP needs to wash hands 
again.  
Safety data sheets for cleaning products & 
hand gels available if anyone has a reaction 
the product data is there for medical services. 
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Hazard Identified? / 
Risks from it? 

Who is at 
risk? 

How are the risks already controlled? 
What extra controls are needed? 

What has changed that needs to be thought 
about and controlled? 

Hazard: Hygiene of activity 
equipment: Risk: Higher risk 
of infection spread if hygiene 
not carried out. 

YP 
Volunteers 

Activities planned to limit use of equipment and shared resources. 
YP have own items from resource box where possible during session. 
Equipment to be cleaned before/after group sessions. 
Some equipment will not be used by another group for 3 days.  

 
 
Group resource boxes to be allocated to avoid 
transmission between groups.  

Hazard: Close contact. 
Risk: Higher risk of 
transmission from close 
contact with YP/adult due to 
illness or requiring First Aid 

YP 
Volunteers 

Additional PPE: disposal gloves, aprons, masks, & resuscitation shields 
to be added to First Aid kits. Each limited sized group allocated own kit.  
For minor injuries YP/adults – self treatment to maintain social distance. 
PPE available for leader to administer first aid & surgical masks to be 
worn, if not facial injury or breathing affected. Disposal PPE into bin bag. 
If YP becomes ill, they will be isolated & monitored by leader – full PPE.  
If leader become ill, they will isolate immediately and return home. 
Parents contacted through in touch system to collect immediately.  
Record kept of anyone who must break socially distancing for First Aid. 

Additional PPE purchased 
Communicate to Leaders lastest First Aid 
guidance for treating injured person and 
record keeping. 
 
 
 
Additional Leaders/volunteers available to 
cover if required at short notice. 

Hazard YP, volunteer 
attending session is 
subsequently discovered to 
have been infected. 
Risk: Higher risk of infection 
spread among members 

All Communications to parents / leaders before returning advising not to 
attend if they are feeling unwell / have symptoms or have been in 
contact with someone infected – following latest gov guidance. 
Clear communications that members must notify SL & GSL if they have 
been infected to allow relevant action and notifications. Register taken 
each session including adults to be kept for 6 weeks – & to Track Trace. 
 

Additional Leaders/volunteers available to 
cover if required at short notice. 

Hazard: Extreme Weather (cold)  
Risk: hypothermia  
Hazard: Extreme Weather (hot) 
Risk: sunburn, heat stroke and 
heat exhaustion.  
Hazard: Darkness & drawing in 
of nights from September 
Risk: Increased trips falls. 

All Leaders to check weather forecast and cancel meeting if appropriate 
Colman Shelter available – no sides if required for outdoor meetings. 
Clear communication to parents YP to be appropriately dressed for 
weather and have waterproofs for all sessions.  
Hats, gloves or suncream, sun hats as required.  
Leaders to check time of sunset before meetings and plan accordingly. 
Scout Hut: Outside lighting available. Other venues: Activities carefully 
selected and all briefed about boundaries risks. Tourches if needed.  
 

Indoor activities will be limited by the size of 
the location given social distancing remains. 
Section numbers to be considered when 
determining if activity can move into hall.  
 
Doors to be kept open to allow air flow. 
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Hazard Identified? / 
Risks from it? 

Who is at 
risk? 

How are the risks already controlled? 
What extra controls are needed? 

What has changed that needs to be thought 
about and controlled? 

Hazard: Use of public 
outdoor spaces: un-even 
ground,  
Risk: Access to space less 
controlled, cannot be 
cleaned.  

YP 
Volunteers 
Public 

Locations chosen with easy access. Choice of location appropriate to 
activities. Checks on the location ahead of use by leaders. Briefing to 
leaders and young people on mrked boundries, Hand Sanitizer will be 
available, and leaders will have materials for handcleaning as required.  
If anyone else is using the space – the area is large enough to ensure 
distancing between groups, of at least 25m, can be maintained.  
YP to be remined social distancing expectations start of each meeting.  

 

Hazard: Items brought to the 
meeting from home. 
Risk: Higher risk of infection 
spread among limited group 
size members. 
 

All Communications to parents - limited items to be brought from home.  
Scout Hut: Beavers will be given allocated space for personal items. 
Other venues: Members to carry personal equipment or will be allocated 
socially distanced space within boundary area. 
Designated adult will collect in essential paperwork &, subs so allowing 
Colony Leaders to focus on Beavers programme and social distancing. 

 

Hazard: Food & Hygiene 
Risk: Spread infection/illness 
 
 

YP 
Volunteers 
 

Carefully considered in programme planning. 
All to wash hands before and after handling food. Equipment & surfuces 
cleaned before and after use. Food hygiene followed when handling 
food. Cubs briefed and social distance mainatained. 

Limited numbers in kitchen area. 

Review: This risk assessment is for a section to move from one COVID Readiness alert level to the next, an additional risk assessment should be produced for each move proposed.   

Checked by 
Line Manager 

Name Susan Pinder 
Role / level GSL 
Date 25/08/2020 Reviewed 8/4/2021 

Checked by Executive Name, Carole Sanders 
Role / level Chair 
Date 30/08/2020 Reviewed 8/4/2021 

Approved by 
Commissioner 

Name, Rachel Hannah 
Role / level DC 
Date 13th September 2020 

Approved by Executive Name, Graham Homes & Sean Champion 
Role / level ADC Scouts / ADC Beavers 
Date 9th September 2020 

Notification of 
level change 

Date and by who 

We take personal data privacy seriously. The data in this form is used to assess the suitability for the return to face to face Scouting based on the controls put in place. The personal data in this form is used to 
identify the individuals who have completed and approved the risk assessment. This includes the individual who undertook the assessment, the line manager, Executive members, and County Commissioner, who 
will all have access to this data. Scouts headquarters will retain this data for 3 years after the Covid-19 readiness level goes to ‘Green’ and does not return to ‘Amber’ or ‘Red’ to act as evidence of the assessment 
taking place. For further details on the Scouts data processing stance please visit our Data Protection Policy here. https://scouts.org.uk/DPPolicy’. 

https://scouts.org.uk/DPPolicy

